Covenswhose traditionstrace back to a
British Witch named Gerdd Gardner cdl
themsdves Gardnerian; they are closdly
related to Alexandrian Wicca, founded by
Alex Stnders, agudent of Gardner.
Raymond Buckland brought Gardnerian
Witcherdft to the United Sates, founded a
different tradition caled Seex Wicca, and
wrote abook tha hdped many solitary
Wiccanswho had no accessto covensor
group traning.

Dianic Witches, such asZ. Budapest and
BarbaraWalker, focus on the Goddess,
women'sisaues, and eco-feminiam. Many
eclectic ardes were crested based on the
writings of Americans Scott Cunningham
and Sarhank. Whilethereis controversy
about whether modern Wiccans can trace
ther soiritudity directly from survivas of
European pre-Chridtian rdigions, most
Wiccanswould agree tha whatever its
source, Wiccaisaliving and growing
siritud pah that satidfiesits practitioners
needs

While Wiccais perhaps the best-known
Neo-Pagan soiritud path, there are other
traditions. Asatru is based upon ancient
Nordic deities and rituds. An Draocht
Fein isone of the better-known American
Druidic groups, and is basad upon the
ancient Cdltic order of bards, wise men
and dergy. The Church of All Worldsisan
edlectic group based on Gaean ecologicd
Siritudity and the works of sciencefiction
author Robert Heinlen. There are many
other groups of varying Szes and practices.
What they dl share, the common threed
within the multicolored tgpestry of

modern Neo-Paganism, isareverence for
Natures ever-returning cycles apirit of
community among individud diversty,
and asearch for persond truth, found not
within another'srevedion, but engraved
on the spirit of theindividud.
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Slhouetted againg the Full Moon, agroup
of robesfigures chantswhile aPriestess
rases her amsin the candldlight to
welcome the Goddess, the ancient Mother
in her many names and forms; to ther
ceremony.

Thisisnot ascene from afantasy nove,
but rather atypicd cdebraion hddina
park, abackyard or aliving room for
modern Wiccans and N eo-Pagans.

Neo-Paganism isabroad term covering
contemporary practice of many nature-
basad soiritud pathsthat honor the Divine
asimmanent in cregtion. Some N eo-Pagan
traditionstry to recongruct pre-Chrigtian
pagan religions, others base practiceson
ancient pantheons nemy interpreted for a
modern world. Neo-Pagans are generdly
polytheists, honoring morethan one Deity,
dthough many Neo-Pagansare dso
monigs, believing that the many Godsand
Goddesesare dl agpectsof asngle
Source.

The concept of immanenceisdso key to
Neo-Pagan soiritudity: The Divineisin dl
cregtion and everything has Divinity
within. Immanence iswhy many Neo-
Pagans are active environmentdids,
honoring the Earth Mother as Gaeg, the
living organiam, comes naturdly to those
who work with the cycles of nature and
theinterconnectedness of dl beings

Neo-Paganiam isagrowing religion.
Current estimates of the number of
practitioners range from 500,000 to 2.5
million; numbers are difficult to determine
because many N eo-Pagans, fearing reprisa
from members of monothedic religons,
keep their practices quiet.

One of themost common
"denominations’ of Neo-Paganiam is
Wicca, or Neo-Pagan Witcheraft. Wiccais
not related to Satanism asis commonly
miscongrued. Stan isafigure from the
Chrigian religion. The misconception
comes from medievd witch-hunts, which
equated the Horned God of the Old
Religion with the adversary of the new,
and from the sensationdiam of popular
media

Wiccaisardigon based on persond
experience of Dety assmdeand femde, a
God and Goddess manifest within the
cycle of the ssasons and the cydle of degth
and rebirth. Wiccans cdebrate these cycles
through eight mgor holidays, the
beginning and midpoint of each season.

Wiccansdso gather & the Full Moonsand
sometimesa New Moonsto cdebrae

spiritudity and practice magick, which
involves ancient practices such as chanting,
pdIsand energy focus, and agreat ded of
what contemporary sdf-hep authors have
rediscovered as " cregtive visudization”.
Wiccans practicein smdl groupscdled
covensor drdes and many keep to the
traditiond Sze of 13 or fewer, primarily on
the bagis of practicd group dynamics.

Wiccaand Neo-Paganism emphasize
persond respongbility: You mig make
your own decisons on what isright and
wrong. There are only two fundamenta
guiddlines The Wiccan Rede -- "An thou
harm none, do what thou wilt," and the
Law of Threes-- "Whasoever you do shdl
come back to you threetimes'. Between
these two isan exacting ethicd gandard. If
you do good, good comes back to you; if
you do harm, that harm isreturned three-
fold. And the Rede does not say "D o what
you want" but "Do what you will" -- a
dricture tha requiresthe Wiccan to know
hersdf well enough to be honest about
what sheredly wants.

Because Wiccahasno dogma, thereareas
many interpretations of its soiritud
practices asthere are practitioners. Some
Wiccans emphasize formd ritud; some
practice shamanism in ways Smilar to
Native American traditions somefocuson
psychic development; some practice
"kitchen witchery' -- atsand crafts,
herbdiam, gpdisand other hands-on
activities, and many practice partsof dl of
thee,



