A Pagan student will be taught
ethics emphasizing both
personal freedom and
personal responsibility

Pagen ethics dlow persond freedom within a
framework of persond regponsbility. The primary
basisfor Pagan ethicsisthe undersanding that
everything isinterconnected, that nothing exists
without affecting others, and that every action hasa
consequence. Thereis no concept of forgiveness
for gnin the Pagan ethicd sygem; the
conseguences of onésactionsmust be faced and
reparations made as necessary agang anyone whom
you have harmed. There are no arbitrary rules about
mord isues; ingead, every action must be weighed
agang the avareness of what harm it could cause
Thus for example, consensud homosexudity
would beanull issue mordly because it haamsno
one, but cheating would be wrong because it harms
ones sdf, ongsintelect, oneésintegrity, and takes
unfar advantage of the person from whom you are
chegting. Themog common formsin which these
ethics are gated are the Wiccan Rede, "An it harm
none, do asthou wilt," and in the Thresfold Law,
"Whatsoever you do returnsto you threefold.”

A Pagan student will hold a
paradigm that embraces
plurality

Because Pagen rdligious sysems hold that theirsisa
way among many, not the only road to truth, and
because Pagans explore avariety of Detiesamong
ther pantheons, both mae and femae, aPagan
student will be brought up in an amosphere that
discourages discrimination based on differences
such asrace or gender, and encouragesindividudlity,
Hf-discovery and independent thought. A Pagan
udent isd=o likely to be taught comparative
rdigions most Pagans are adamant about not

forcing their bdliefs on the child but rather teeching
them many soiritud sygemsand letting the child
decide when heisof age. However, aPagan sudent
isunlikely to have an emotiond concept of Heaven,
Hél, or sdvation astaught by Christian religions,
though he may know about them intdlectudly. And
aPagen sudent will betaught to regpect the sacred
textsof other reigions, but isunlikely to believe
them literdly where they conflict with scientific
theory or purport to bethe only truth.

A Pagan student is likely to
enjoy reading, science, and
helping professions

Margot Adler, Nationd Public Redio journdig,
reported the results of asurvey of Pagansin the
1989 edition of her book, Drawing Down the
Moon. The results showed that the onething
Pagens hold in common despite therr differencesis
avoradious gppetite for reeding and learning.
Pagans aso seem to be represented srongly in the
computer and hedth-care fidlds, 0 the Pagan child
islikely to be computer-literate from an early age.

Despite thelr sometimes misunderstood beliefs
earth-based rdligions have grown steadily
throughout the past few decades and providea
sidfying spiritudity to ther practitioners. With the
current gppreciation of diversty and tolerance,
more people now undergand thet different culturd
backgrounds bring perspectives that can be vaued
ingtead of feared. It isour hopethat asan educaor
thiswill provide you with the information you need
to be ableto fadilitate underganding.
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A gudent in your school practices ardigion with
which you may not befamiliar. Thislegflet isSmply
to give you information you may need to
undergand the different experiences this gudent
may share with you, and answver any questionsyou
might have.

What is a Pagan student likely
to practice and believe?

Because Pagans generdly follow anon-credd, non-
dogmatic siritudity, there may be even more
variants between Pegen rdigious bdiefs than there
are between denominaions of Chridianity. The
most commonly practiced typesof Peganiam are
Wicca, Asatru, Druidry, or smply Paganiam, just as
aChrigian can be Catholic, Presbyterian, or smply
Chridgian. All of these are somewhat different from
eech other. Because of this the following
gaements may not betruefor every Pagan you
encounter. However, there are some practices that
are generdly common among Pegans, the sudent
or his parentswill tell you if their practices differ
donificantly from the following:

A Pagan student will celebrate
a nature-based, polytheistic
religion

A Pagan sudent will honor Divinity asboth God
and Goddess sometimeswith afeminis emphass
on the Goddess One effect of thisisthat the
Sudent islikely to trest gender equality asan
assumption.

A Pagen sudent will cdlebrate religious ceremonies
with smdl groups on Full Moonsand & the
beginning and midpoint of each season, rether than
with large congregetions or a a st weekly schedule.
These cdebrations are often called 'ritudls, 'circles,
‘blots, or ‘sumbes, and the congregetions cdled
CovensggrovestiBearthsCor @rdes©Some of the
items commonly found on the dtar in aPagen
ceremony are datues of the Goddessor God,
candles crystds, wands, the athame, ablunt-edged
dagger used asasymbol and not asatool with
which to cut, cups, cauldrons, incense, and afive-
pointed gar cdled the pentagram or pentede

A Pagan sudent may weer asymbol of hisor her
religion as an item of jewdry. Themos common
symbol isthe pentadle, afive-pointed gar in acirde
The misconception of the pentagram asasatanic
symbol isbased upon itsinverted use by those
groups, in the same manner in which devil-
worshippers may use the Chridian crossinverted.
The meaning of the pentacle asworn by Pagansis
rooted in the beliefs of the Greek Pythagoreans, for
whom the pentagram embodied perfect balance and
wisdom; inserting the gar in the drde addsthe
symbol of eternity and unity. Other jewdry that may
be worn indudes Cdtic knotwork, crosses, and
triskelions Thor's hammer; the labrys, adouble-
headed axe used as asymbol by Greco-Roman
worship of Cybde; Goddess figurines; crescent

and/ or full Moon symboals; the Yin-Yang symbal;
or the eye of Horus or hornsof 19sfrom Egyptian

mythology.

A Pagen sudent will view Divinity asimmanent in
Nature and humanity, and view dl thingsas
interconnected. This often leadsto aconcern with
ecology and the environment, and afascination with
thecydeof life

A Pagen sudent will believe in magic, and may el
it @agick@o differentiateit from gageillusons.
Thismay include belief in persond energy fiddslike
the Chinese concept of chi, and may dso indude
the use of ritudsand toolsto dramatize and focus
postive thinking and visudization techniques. It
doesnot mean tha the sudent istaught that he can
wiggle hisnoseto desan hisroom, summon spirits
or demons, or do anything dsethat bresks naturd
laws, though if young, like any child, a Pagan child
may pretend these things It dso does not meen that
the student istaught to hex or curse; in our ethicd
gructure such ections are bdlieved to rebound on
the sender, and therefore are proscribed.

A Pagen sudent may bdievein reincarnaion. It is
themost common eschatologica belief hed among
Peagens, but isnot universd. However, aPagan
gudent isunlikely to believein either Heaven or
Hél; she may beievein the Cdtic Summerland, a
place of rest between incarneions, or Vdhdla, a
relm of honor in Norserdigions.

A Pagen sudent may cdl hersdf aWitch, aWiccan,
aPagen or Neo-Pagen, a Goddess-worshipper, an
Asaruer, aDruid, or aHegthen. Heisunlikdy to
cdl himsdf aWarlock, asthat isbdieved to come
from the Scottish word for ©ethbresker©And while
aPagen sudent may or may not be offended by the
dereotype, sheislikdy to quickly inform you thet
the green-skinned, warty-nosed caricature displayed
a Hdloween bears no reldion to her religion.



